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Philip Lea

Philip Lea, the final sub|ect in this short
series was apprenticed to Robert Monkfl
in the Weavers Company in 1675.' As
the records of that Company prior to the
Fire of London are MBMWhai fragcaMI-
tarv, Morden's own apprenticeship is not
recorded, but it is thought th.it his master
was Joseph \1o\on - the first sub|ivt of
the series Not formerly tree M the
Weavers' until lriSM . I ea was certainly
in business bv 1663 when he advertised
in the Term Catalogue He traded pnmar-
il\ as ,i map MMT, and in partnership
with \1ordem ,nxl William Berry, .is a
gtobt maker He married in lhS4 but ot
si\ children, then' was onl\ one son,
Philip, w ho was no more than five when
his father died in February 171X1. The
contents ot the will and the subsequent
valuation ofl the estate are particularlv
revealing The following summary is
baaed Oil Sarah Ivackes published
abstract

To Anne I ea ihis witel - one third part of
all mv M.ipps G M m and CgPpel Plates
tor printing Mapps and Globes'. The
balance was held in Irust b\ his wife
and his brother-in-law Samuel Fitch, for
his siir\ i\ ing children, Ann. Deborah and
Philip The total asset value ot estate -
E337j*.iad - with £80 owed to the
landlord for rent One moan in the hOHK
contained a printing press There was no
valuation tor cases and founts ot type,
and Lea's letterpress publications were
printed for him by others, so that this
was presiimabk a copper-plate rolling
press In the shop there were lh cwt of
copper plates, valued at lSd per pound -
total value LI ^2 Ss I hi1 valuation
s»par.itelv noted a one third share I with
William lierrv and Robert Morden) 'ot
the two SIM1 (ate) ot globe plates' at CIO. A
set ot shared plates ten the large map of
I ondon, Westminster and Southwark
was also separatelv valued IWo parcels
ot maps and prints were valued at
GS.lSe and £X respectively, with L40
ss worth of bound and unbound books
Particularly frustrating is to tind a
valuation ot '.22 10s hd tor 'mathema-
tk.il instruments ot Brass and Wood ot all
sorts tor as with the maps, charts and
books no detail is given .is to exactly
w hat was included

1 he valuation ot Philip Lea's estate is
revealing in that it shows that mathema-
tical instruments represented a relativelv
small proportion ot his shop stock juti
under s ^ in value As with loseph
\loxon. mathematical instruments were
pist a part ot a retail stmk, added to the
»ore business - m the i . w oi lea, a
printer and publisher ot maps and charts,
and a partner with two others in at least
one globe making venture. I he valuation
indicates clearlv that copperplate print-

ing was undertaken at lea's premises,
but there is no indication that he had
either workspace or tools for making
mathematical instruments, or specifically
tor constructing globe bodies (,iven that
in his advertisements and in the books he
published I ea usually described himself
as A,lobe Maker this mav seem surpris-
ing Certainly tor globe making, in
addition to the capital costs locked-up
in the copper plates used to print the
gores, there was a need to have access to
specialist |igs and torms to construct the
spherical globe bodies Quite how this
part ot globe construction WM organised
in seventeenth century London, remains
to be investigated - but it is unlikely that
each and every one ot those who
followed loseph \1o\on into globe pro-
duction actually tooled-up to make the
spherical globe bodies onto which the
gores were pasted Evidence from Dutch
and subsequent Fnglish practice indi-
cates that the specialist equipment used
to make globe bodies was as much an
ass.'t as the printing plates Indeed, as
late as 17̂ *1 larger globe bodies in
London were subcontracted to only one
workshop Lven Cieorge Adams |imior.
proprietor of one of the largest London
instrument-making business, was locked
into this single supplier For a valued
continental client, Adams had to explain
in detail the delay of over a year in
supplying a pair ot lS-inch diameter
globes

It is not MM lor me In s.n how uneasy I
have been that vour orders should MM
Ken so neglected and it appears tn me
almost incredible that the Globe should
h.ive been so Ions m hand, vet such has
been the unfortunate chain ot dKHMHa H
tli.it it I had been to have rivened the whole
ue.ilth ot the India's lor the (.lobe, I could
not have got it evivuted - Io explain this, I
must intorm you that these globes are
manut.ktored b] a particular set ot men,
the principal ot these dv ing the beginning ot
the vear. the rest ol the workmen struck,
that is would not work unless their wages
were raised which lasted a considerable
time helore thev i mild he rediued to order -
In the mean time orders ,ui unuil.ited one
upon another, the sale ot main pair were
lost • and we have not \ i t recovered from
the inconveniences therefrom ever
since the workmen WH to work. I have h im
ted with hopes ol having the glohe week
alter week It was \am to be angry tor I had
nn resources, the hall could have heen had
ot no other'

There are two broadsheet catalogues
issued by Philip Lea in the Bagford
C nlleetion at the British library (Bttgford
ILirl 5947J05S mid OH), neither is dated,
but they can be dated to between 1MW
and lh4S. However the copy printed in
this article comes trom a more compre-
hensive 24 page pamphlet which pro-
vides ,) i m detailed listing of stock sold
In 1 ea at the very end of the seventeenth

century It t<x> is in the British Library, but
within an extensive collection oi sale
catalogues The press mark is SC H4(.1),
but readers are expected to use the
microfilm copy - PB l i e 1619/13. Many
ot the pages ol interest to cartographic
historians were reproduced some vears
ago in the context of Lea's re-issuing of
Saxton's county maps, for which he had
acquired the plates in or before 1694.
Though undated, the catalogue can be
quite closely dated to 1W8/9. It must
have bean printed before Tea's death in
I ebruarv 1700, whilst the text includes
references to the slide rule designed by-
William Hunt (published 1647), and the
analematic sundial designed by Thomas
luted which appeared May 1MB.'
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